0 Wit th- ET RY 


YG Running 7 GOODS, 


id open 


Parr of the N ation. 


Ruud <2 enim 


5 'B L. 1 Wr 
ciated "wp Samuel Fairbrother, and ate to be Sold 


fl, wi. 


[ IBU TE 


2oncealing Exciſe, &c. 


and Addreſsd to the mg 5 


2, — 8 5 r as 0 


at bis Shop n Kin- Ron, 'over-againlt the mY 


» 


1 Narr N. TY Chancellor In 
of the Cathedral of Connor, | 4 
Ornari ret ofa n ii 


® 


„ 
x 
— 2 
=” & 
# 
© I | . . 
© 3 - 
_ * 


RI. 


A 
— 4 94 — 


— 
* 
, ” 
a 4 
= 
3 
— : 
2 
4 
* . 
_ 9 * 
* 
4 
g , 
* 


+, 
2254 Sas 
»* 


« 
* 


4 — 2 — — ro a — TT EDN, Oe 


— — 


H 


2 


4 


,” 
* 
93 —1 

# * 

4. 


| 
| 


„„ e SS 


* 
a * 
61 


—— — 


1 


ed Ty”; 
5 3 
$5 r Os. 


4 C'S 
8 > # þ 4 * 
* : „ * 
* 8 . 
* -Þ» y . 12 z 
* 
. 6 
i 6 © 4 7 8 


»*4 ; , : = : 
km #4 * WG 4 by . 
—_ * * 
1 * 
* * * 
of: > 1 4 +-% * 4 2 
© 2 2 9 3 
” * -- . L 
' - N 4 
1 4 4 M > 
4 *** 2 * 4. 4 
* 5 * * £ 
wn * * N . 
— * 2 
n 1 3 ? 
wy — 0 : 1 & 
2 4 _ 22 i 
- * 
3 8 * A 
- — 4 — 
* 4 5 + lr 
4 2 ; N % « 9 
4 . 5d -— * 4 
4 1 4 » * » x7 


„„ Ces — 


* 
„ 
— xp 
dy 


I 


- 
2 
— ᷣ ͤ—y— 


ee 


* 
— - 


* 


CD — Q 


232 „„ ern $4 —— 


ro HB eur ee x 


chic wo Hen 
by GovtrNouRs..of His 
on nene 


fay it pleaſe Your Hoss, 


AH follow T reatiſe 8 
| er at the  Iufjuadte of a 
5 particular Friend; and tho? many 
hae, fer whom it was principally deſgu' d, 
uld not be at the Paint to read it, for fear, 
— of raiſug ſome Seruples of Con- 
Ka a; rale, whit 2 1 
Br upon their Stomgchs ; yet I bad t 
mfortto knew thit it 4 ſome Good, Upon 
s account I was ours prevaitl'd upon, to 
je \ nh, W i. And having once 
ved on that, Lond: not be long at 4 


v ii i for Pro 


; teclion. 1 


ffi, That great wo 17 17 12655 you ſo Fail 
fully and Equitably diſcharge, gi ver 70 
in my bumble Opinion, a Taft Tide is ll 
| Thanks of every Sabjets of this Kengdonl 
and having no better, I ſend this as « Tol 
of mine, in hopes that under | the, Shelter 
Tour Names, it may be Inſtrumental i in beal 

in down a Vile = Difs jungenuons Pratdic 
w ich hut been ſo long carried n 1 
great Detriment of the Publick,' aui ile n 
rifeſt Hazard of many Souls, 1 

If it prove any way Serviceable to b 
End, I hall think my Pains well beſtow 
eſpecrally fonce it grves me an fe 9 ll 
pi Murg my ſelf, 


| Right Hont%s and Hons. 
- Your Honours : A 


Moſt Faichful and Oedt 4 
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8 it is the Daty A an mt ls hw” 
the Charge of Souls, ſincerely to endeavour 

\ the Reformation of Sinners; ſo I conceive 
| their Pains can't be more prudently ap- 
than againſt thoſe Sins, which by appearing 
able, become Faſhionable, and ſo are r 
De t Shame or Remorſe. 

hen Mens Tranſgreſſions proceed from 
advertancy, as they have the Common Frailti 
mane Nature to plead in their Excuſe; ſo 9 
is good ground to hope for their Amendment, 1 
ſuitable Remedies are apply d. | _ 
55 of their Humo arr 

actices In fall oppoſi 
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t when in 4 5 tw: 
eir Intereſt, th 
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avow and juſtifie them, then it is high time for 
Man, who has any Concern for the Glory of (ff 
or the Souls of Men, to ſhew his juſt Indign:a i a 
and Reſentment, Deliberate, Epidemical Sins fp | n 
a malign Influence, they threaten and bring Ji 
ments upon a Country, which nothing but a g 
ral Exemplary Humiliation and Repentance can Wir: 
vent or remove. And I don't ſee, how he can 
called a good Chriſtian,” who does not lend his HD 

ing Han to the Remoyal of ſuch Abominations 


Ti iafked a Lamentabie thing to ſee Mh, Wiz 
profeſs The Ghriftian Religthn, who put a wig 
a or — — — Ettewm: 
whilſt they flight others fpr,ProphgneneG and I; 
hace, who. Yi Treusch Lathe vhibibehS in f 

ing Sins, becanſe an immoderate Love of the W. 
Has made them Fafhtonable, d Vis ſtrauge tb 
to conſider, how far Cuſtom will go in- Ai 
this kind, bow it prevails againſt Fear arid Sha 
and all the Fences of Humane Nature againſt Vi 
.infomuch that when it ſpreads, Men grow A 
and inſenſible: And becauſe they have Nungher 
keep them in Countenance in this World, conff{der 
what ſhall befal them in the ner. 
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It were eaſie to give many Inſtances, wherein . 
has thus got above all Remedies. I ſhall at 
fent content my ſelf with naming one, which if 
ſecretiy Prattic d for fear of Men, is yet openl) 
yow'd in Contempt of God, and that is the ( 
eealing, or Mith. holding Tribute, whether Cuſton 
Exciſe, from: the King. In this Undertaking, I 
Feniible, zhat ] have a'Nurherous Party to gppol 
Rooted Prevailing Cuſtom to encounter; Home: 
and the Craftſmen will probably Cry loud ag 


0 7 2 
zut that I fhatl not 3 for if-by ty] Pains, 
convince ſome of thoſe! Wall: Men, 
| are really nec in this Matter, I ſhall 

my time wat beſtowed, and paticktly —— 
pet Cenſutes of thofe, ho in 
r Saviour's Aſſertion, think it N to 8 


nd Manman at oner. 


Dwever, before 1 ES 7 1 hin it 
e to declare; that I don't charge” all 

this Practice. 1 can't readily — i 
2 conſiderable Body uf Men, as they are in theſe 
s, would  unapimouſly' conſpire againſt Gd 
1 And theieſore taking it f 


„that there we many. Worthy Men 6f ant 
on, who- Will plenſed with this Undo 
and willingly ahve it an due Encourages 
1 ſhall dow to what I intended ud 


Subject, and what I habe 00 fn ſhall de digeſden 
er Method. £0557 om A en ind 
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1 will ſliew; That by the: Las of God; und 
from the Nature of the tung there is u cartalo- | 
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nente of God; and Magiſtrates are his Vin 
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© Juivluable(Giin! [af Vue Giri, the 
delt ever confert d pony root + 
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1 hall erden to repute il 
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r 1 bal — the ce which we 
| ally offertd' to; juliße, or excuſe it. 
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%, Tall of fuck Arguments un it, a 

1 Bak Feds Their 4 1 4 

Laws o& God, and the _—_ of the; thing. t 


inthe! World. There 2 OR bat of Go 
Powers mr wy. ar deined Rom 13, 
the 251 this Cn 2 5 d 
4. 9 ae ee or, phy 
2+ 
derive their Power from God. fb = CN 
nour they are in the Serj nguage called God 
And indeed if we feridully:confiden te Hd of their 4 
paintwent, we hall fea own the Negeſfity of pad 


They are appointed for the general Advantage : 
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ee e, oe d ge 
Seateg er 


were it not for this, the whole World would 


en 5 Bn bo = 


77 mare upon them 


** | — 
oy E — 


% a 


191 2-4 
al, we might be as faſe Among Liprs dd 7 
s as Men; Solitude wopld be preferable to So. 
and Deſarts to Cities; without * be Mo.. 
aud Within Fears ; our "Dwellings and Poffeffions- 
poſed to the Fury of Mercileſs Invaders. That it 

ſo, is 6wing to the Infinite Wiſdom and Good- 

God, who, to prevent that Diſorder and Con= - #4 
, which muſt of neceſſity attend Anarchy, has made 2 
ular Subordination among Men, and has alſo im- 4 
d in their Nature ſuch an awful Dread of G- 

gent, as ſerves not only to maintain the Authori- 

is Vicegerents, but to 8 the Duin ee 
1 5 8 


| fince Gacout of of his nk Regard to „Nav r 
Firs nd delegated Magiſtrates to Act and 
in his Name, it muſt in all Reaſon be allowed 
e has endowed them with 'a Maintenance, and 
Whom may that be more reaſonably expected than 
thoſe who enjoy the Benefit of their Admini- 
That this was St. Pauls Opinion no one 
10 Who Will be at the pains to read him, Row 
| leexhorts them to be ſubſet? to their Gerais 
they were the Miviſfters of God to them for. | 
And this was the Reaſon of their Paying Tri. 
For this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſo; tor they 
d's Miniſters attending on this very Thing. Yo 
ice he enjoyns them to pay their Tribute, - not 
nevolence, but as a Debt. Render therefore to 
ir Dies, Tribute ro whom Tribute is dus, Cuftom 
7 7 Hor » whom Far, _ to whom 
. .. $ is alſo agreeable unto our 
up who, when the Phariſees and He" 5 
gas low bim with a.captious Queſtion; 1 
. T7 we. ee Tribate unto: Ceſar. 9” — 
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(ccchough he were an Uſurper upon the Liberties off 
own Country, as well as Jxdea)-yet he determines ! 
Caſe in his Favour, as having the Publick Admibit 
tion of Affairs, Render unto Cœſar the things that 


III. The Legiſlative power of every Natjon has an 
Herent Right to Determine the Quantum of _Tril 
according to the Exigencies of the State, and 
ſeems ſo plain a Caſe, as not to admit of much Deb 
The Supreme Power, which has an Authority over M. 
Perſons, muſt alſo have the Command of their Forty 
And fince the Nature of Government requires that! 
ute ſhould be paid, the Wiſdom of Governours n 


determine how much, If indeed God had orde 
what Portion, of his Subſtance every Man ſhould 
towards the Support of the Publick, then it wou'd 
| unlawful to vary from his Determinations ; fince 
has not, 'tis left to the Prudence of our Superiours; 
can it indeed beotherwiſe without making all Gov: 
ment Precarious, A Private Man can't be a pr 
Judge of the Publick Wants, and if it Were left t. 
very Man's Diſeretion to pay what he pleaſed, tho 
ſome might be found Juſt and Liberal, yet many we 
pay nothing at all, and by theſe means the Bu 
would fall altogether pn the Good, and covetousWo 
lings, the worſt Members. of Society would "Ell 
free, than which nothing can be .imagin'd more av 
and unequal. Tis true, where People are under thel 
minion of an Arbitrary Prince, whoſe Will Is his 
the Power of Taxing is often a grievoys Bunt 
the People are made Slaves and impoyeriſh'd,” L 
perhaps out of Tyranny: or meer Humour, elthe 
carry on an Unlawful War, ar to ſüpport the'Lu! 
of an Extravagant Court. How far People” an 
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m thei Obelnes in ſuch « aſes, tis not my 
3 ne : now .to efiquire,.. this Tam Late: of, By - 


of 


tive power, where ever tis lodg “d 


T Duprcive Leg 
ave the Right to Determine the Quantum al 


af 


ate Men ſhould preſcribe the Manner is neither 
ſonable nor PraQticable. And though Lawgivets 

err in theſe Matters, and Particular People may 

d Sane, bs Tu, yer it can't be. ; w- | 
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s Jodeed aa great Hagplnet 6 of a 1 Pei to le i 
a. Goyernment, where the Prerogative of the 
7 and the Liberties of the People are duely tem- 
when the Prince may always have what is ne- 
5 | for the Support of the State, and the People pay 
log more; when the Wants of the Cotnmunity 
de the .Meaſure of Publick Taxes; and this 
* Alen hs Jiar to the People of theſe Nati- 
> have the Comfort to live under the moſt mild 
25 Donetiment that ever was Known to Man- 
| {ince the Theocricy of Iſrael, A Government, 
eln Property io its true Notion is preſerved to eve- 
an, fo as to obyiate all Grounds of Murmur and 
plaint : A .Goyerpment in ſhort, which all the 
ts of Europe envy, and 1 none bat a wanton Feo- 0 
uld find Fault _ © 5M | 


When) the antun of Tribute is.otiee Peter- | 
d by Authority, ont Legally promulg d to the 
dle, dis manifeſt me ta withhold, deny or con- 
eregf, lis a Breach of the Tenth Com- 

The Drive, add of the Fifth and Eighth 

ee to Honuαỹqj,T 
under Which general Head, 
aer e Faftots 20d Ro 

© Magiſtrates >. 
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6. For Government muſt be ſupported, but that 


Property in it, as any other Perſon has in his Goc 


or Force, is as plain an Act of Injuſtice prohibited by 


ed innocent, tis highly probable that his Poſte 


— are included. Now, a principal part of t 
Honour, which we owe and are commanded to li 
them is Maintenance, we are to honour them w 
out Subſtance. Since then by the Fifth Commandm 

we are oblig'd chearfully to contribute to their 8 

port, certainly to take from them what is appropria 
to their Uſe by lawſul Authority, is a plain Violatio 
it. Further, tis a Breach of the Eighth Commandm: 
which prohibits Theft, and Theft in general is the Un 
. Taking or Keeping that which is legally the Prope 
of another. Now when once the Quantum of Tril 
is fixed by Authority, the Magiſtrate has as goo 


and therefore to with-hold or take it from him by Fr: 


Command, as Robbing on the High-way,or Picking 
Pockets. To make this more plain, we are to conſ 
that God was, and ſtill continues the great Proprie 
of the Univerſe; 7he Earth is the Lord's, and the F 
neſs thereof, Pſal. 24. 1. Every Beaſt of the For 
is mine, and ſo are the Cattle upon à thouſand Hills. Pi 
Jo. 10. At the Creation, Man was endowed v 
a Right to the Uſe of the World, and had he conti 


would have enjoy d it in common, with full Deli 
and Satisfaction. e ee 


But Sin entring into the World, raiſed their 

. fires after Earthly Enjoyments to an immoderate IWF 
gree, and their Attempts to attain them prov'd as i 
tous as their Deſires, ſo that it became neceffary 
Fix and Determine their Properties, as well by pub n. 
Laws as by Private Contracts and Agreements; 
that though Men derive a general Right to t 
Foſſeſſions by the Divine Law, yet the Bounds 1 
Limits of every Man's Poſſeffions muſt be Determi 
by the Laws of the Land, 


34% . {AN N 
1 
ie Prince then having 4 "General Tide td N 
yy. the Law of God, when eder the Af 
5 Tribute is fixd by the Laws of the Land) he 
an Unqueſtionable a Right to it us any Subject 
o his Eſtate, and he may with as good-a Grace 
them of their Goods, as they can With bold 
ribute z unleſs they will fay, that the Pritice is 
bnly Perſon: in the Community, who can have 
2 5 at all, which is an Abſurdity too great 
ny Man of. Common Senfe'to advance. I con- 
[ have heard it ſaid, that tho? the Prince His an 
dubted Title. to a Maintenance ſuitable' to his 
ity, yet that he has no Abſolute Propetty i in 
Revenues, which are given by Parliament upon 
plar Emergencies, but is conſidered as a Truſtee 
Publick, *Tis aid, that extraordinary Sup- 
are given for the Maintenance of Fleets and 
s, to Defend the People and Support them in 
Trade. And the Magiſtrate being accounta- 
or ſuch Money, can't be ſuid to have ſuch a 
rty, as will make it unjuſt in all Caſes to keep 
m him. Noy let us, for Argument fake, al- 
hat they ſay to be true, viz.” That the King | 
2at-Britain has not ſuch an Abſolute Property 
traordinary Supplies, as not to be accountable 
| em: Yet what is this to the purpoſe, will it 
iz Ba of "Goods, or” CTY . 


6 readily COMME: if Fl "will fee RY 
when extraordinary Supplies are gent dm cet- 
necefſary Occaſions; that the Magilitate 18 
'd to apply ſuch Money according de tie I. 
n of the Law, and it icy" "ops" —_— 
MY. there is a Failure in the Adminifitation?® But. 
mi this give” any * Nen R . 3 „ 
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dreſs. kitſelf . is: - Own Diſcretion, FOI 
Setends to have ſuffered by: the wappnen 
'Pultlick Money 2 No certainly, this. wers to 
4a Private Man the Power of a Parliament: 
and a Power, which Parliaments do but tately 
tenderly meddle with, and that in Caſes of Ne 
2. -— Ponce Councils are generally ſo wiſe (| 
| be God) as to conſider, that there: will be 
Rakes in 400 Publick | Adwiniftrations, as lon; 
Mortal Men are concerned in them; N. Will! 
Reaſonable Allowance for all fuch „as pr 
from Humane Infirmities, and mo Actii 
und tho they ſhould, - ypon'a Manifeſt and Note 
Miſapplication of Publick Money find themſelves 1 
a neceſſity of calling the Treaſury to an Account, 
- prefume they will not take it well, that Private 
thould pretend to ſhare with them in this Extra 
nary Power, or imagine that they have a: Rig 
Jelze every thing - ſor their own Uſe, rote 
2 wilt be miſmanaged at Court.” - 1 


. 7 come now to ſhew the great pas. 
'eil-Conſuquences of tis Praice, 


of 'Tis-of evit-Conſequene to the Come 
e the Reveres, and fo put the Oh 
ment under the "Neceſſity of Donny den 


plies. : . 


FT "The Onlinuey Rapmens of ihe Fablich, and | 
the Eatrnogtinary Changes of Flects and Ani, 
13 with great tim e and 
appointed to Defray- 7 * 
-Dehicitneies ace in theſe Funds, m 4 | We 


1 15 1 
nee of 106 ir. Dues, * 
phat the 11 and Browers ets woe: i 
IRE TY To oe —_— 6b, * „ — 5 1 
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The Deficiencies cconficnnd, by theſe Fravdus: 
tactics, are ſometimes a great Stop to Publick 
fs, eſpecially in time of Wer; the Suceeſt of 
| 17555 depends upon Scaſonable. and Sufficient 

Many - hopeful ' Enterprizes have either 
) Mikcarried. or been much Retarded by the- 
of Publick Funds. | And we ſer to-: what” 
ties "many." Princes are put, who, tho'.:they 
arge Territories, and Men enough, yet for mt 
22 can't bring them ſeaſbnnhly inte e Nd | 
oport them when they ate there. And tho t 
fald, that What is Concealed, this wa * 
all and iafigulfcant, and cant much 
blick, which I em eonfident-is not true; 1 
t never ſo little, is a Fraudulent Deduftion 
the Common Pond, and Ar roms to * 
alt. a 74 


7 This brach of 3 
onſequence to the Merchants, inaſmuch as ic 
them rnjott to their. Fellow-Traders, ox their 
For if they Under-ſell-{ as; they mag) 
hone! Anion, who have paid their. , ey 
otce them to Break, by Selling to. their Don 
ige them to leave Trading, whieh is highly: 
ous;“ or if they keep up the Rate of their 
dods to the Height of-the Market, er ther 
t an Exotbitant Gain, which is Extortlon. He 
puts an immoderate Price upon: bis Commodi- 
140 the excellent Author of. the Mee. Du-! 
wg is guilty of Fraud, and he calls that an 
* r Vorth ol 
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the thing, conſidered with thoſe - Moderate Ga 
which are preſum'd to be allow'd in the Sale. 
then ſurely is an Extortioner by this Rule, who H 
the Value of his Goods, and the King's Duty ia 
the Bargain. „eee 
41. This Practice. of Running of Goods is of e 
Conſequence, as it often involves Men in the Gui 
of. Perjury. For the Officers of the Revenue havit 
Power in many Caſes to Adminiſter Oaths, to d 
tet: the Fraudulent Contrivances of Traders, tis 
be. feared, that when a Rich Cargoe is at; ſta 
many are tempted to Perjure themſelves, either 
of Affection or Compaſſion .to the Merchant, 
Gteedineſs of Gain to themſelves. And to this E. 
_ *tis obſervable, that in Places of Trade, a Poytond 
mong Maſters of Ships, Common Saylors and Po 
ters, (Men by the way, ſo guilty of Common Swe: 
ing, io; their: ordinary, Converſation, that Perjury 
the more eafily impoſed upon them) that a Cuſts 
Hhuſe-Oath is nothing but Matter of Form: Or 
they don't go ſo far, they are taught at leaſt to pln 
varicate. and equivocate when Interrogated up 
Oath; and to make this Doctrine go down the h. 
tet, tis generally introduced with many lying at 
ſlanderous Inſinuations, the Officers of the Revenl 
are run down; and their Character as much vilifq 
as ever it was among the Jews : They are repreſent 
as Mercileſs Cheats and Oppreſſors, Grievous to 
Subject, and Falſe! to the Prince. And when po 
ignorant People are brought to believe, that not 
Third Penny ot the Taxes laid on Trade, ever goes in 
the Exchequer,” when People, -I ſay; are thus, preps 
ed to have an ill Opibion of the Officers, j,and-1 
| 8p! Jiherally-Rewarded for their. Sener to 
mak j a eg > 
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thant, "ris not much to de wWondred, mat, No a 
| ſhould be found leſs ſorupygleup i in — 
ught to be, | | | 


4 as Malers 4 Ships, Been . bo ofen 
r Merchants, tho? upon Oath; ſo this Practice 
nd no doubt ſometimes does occalion r 
5 the Officers of the TEE N 21 


| theſe 1 ſuppoſe, 48 en Oath of. [Ridlalitg ito 
Ling, when they ace admitted into Officeb Af 
their :Coveteauſneſs tempt them to take Bribes, 
IR or connive at Merchants in theſe Ftuudulent 
es againſt the King, they are guilty-not only 
each of Truſt, but Perjury: | And'icertainly 
Men, who upon any Conſideration tempt them 
grievous N _ ow een _—_ 
u their. Guilt. 1 16H: A = | 
ter all that has: been lud, 1 2 vill be of 
Weight with 'theſe Gentlemen, to tell them; that 
is Practice of Running Goods, man) honeſt Mer 
eir Families are turned à Begging for no other 
but being outwitted by the Merchants; a very 
| Officer may not be always upon his Gunrd, or 
may not have Subtilty to detett 
auds of an old en d Trader, and if ſuch 
dn ſhould be turned out of his Employment, and 
other way to get his Bread, I kn t h¾ãùʒ 
Merdtiant can be-iagocent, who by an Unjuſt Ad 

'Occafion ef his Ruin. I might. ſay much more 

E ſue purpoſe; but bla: robe tedious indes. 
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** = o edler what thy offer in \Vindfeatioa 
3 and ht L co Learn by my own 
<Q Converſation 
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Converſation with them, and from others, 
moſt diligent Enquiry is as follows. 


: 1 
. 


1 


1dſt. They ſay, tis a Saving of their own Gy 4 
Now how ridiculous ſoever this Pretence may api 
yet being often in the Mouths of Men, who have ot 

wiſe Senſe enough, it muſt be conſidered; and ther; 
I anſwer it thus; That no Private Perſon has 
Property in thoſe Dues, or Goods which are by 
Authority ſet apart for the Support of the Govern 
and no Man can juſtly call thoſe: Goods his 
wherein he has no Property by Law. For the 
evyery Man has good Title to that, which he fairly 
yet fince he buys with a known Incumbrance; that 
cumbrance is no part of his Purchaſe, By the Law 
God as I have already ſhewn, there is aZr#bate due ii 
Magiſtrate, and ſince, as has been alfo prov d, the Leal 
tive Power of every Nation has an Inherent Rigt 
Determining the Quantum, what is ſettled by Lay 
doubtedly belongs to the Magiſtrate, nor can 
denied by the Subject without manifeſt Injul 
And that the Duties on Goods in theſe Nat 
are ſettled by a competent Authority, I preſun 
one will deny, ſince they are not, as in other Nat 
arbitrarily Impoſed and Levied by the Magiſtrate 
given by Parliament, wherein every Free Trade 
his Vote by his Legal Repreſentative ſo that in ra 
over and above the King's Original -Right-: the 
alſo the Conſent of the Merchant to the If 
ſition. And what ſtrange Ignorance or Diſingei 
is it, for a Man to call that his own, which he 
formerly iven away, I leave ; all conſidering M: 
judge. Though our Repreſentatites in Parliat 
may not always think as we do, and ſo may give 
Votes contrary to our-[nclinations; yet ſince they 
Full Powerto act for us, their Reſolutions when p 
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vs, muſt bind us whether they pleaſe u us or no, 
els an End of Parliaments. _ | 


Aber pretence to juſifi this — as "I 
been informed is this. The Laws of Chſfom 
ciſe are made by King and Parliament, and 
more than a bare Compact between Prince and 
either to pay ſuch a Duty, or to undergo a 
| Forfeiture, and the Perſon who will venture 
Uderty which "he will chuſe, without any 
* his Conſcienee. 10 which T anſwer, 
are rolly miſtaken; for tis the plain 
ie Meaning of thoſe Laws, that the 
ate ſhould have a certain Tribute by Way of 
or Exciſe out” of certain Commodities with- 
d or'Defaleation. But becaufe many Traders 
t always as conſcientious in theſe matters as 
ght to bs; therefore there ate Penalties annex 
ence the Laws from the Infults of Tranſgreſſors; 
ele Penalties are properly ſpeaking no "Part of 
w, as will more fully appear hereafter ; in the 
time though we ſhou'd allow, that it is in the 
ants Choice; whether he will pay the Dory, or 
o the Forfeiture, it does by no means follow” 
Mer that they are at libetty to avoid both; 
1 neither be the Letter nor Intention of the 
1nd if theſe Gentlemen will be juſt to their o. 
hg, they muſt always pay the Duty, or undergo 
feiture when they conſtantly do one or other 
then we may be prevail'd upon to think, that 
conſcientiouſly, fliough they miſtake the Mean- 
the Law; but when by cbeir Cunning they avoid 
ve can t help — that they have no = 
ce at All, though they leem very e to'he 
| ith any; ad ROT + i Ve \ W W 


= fra} 


3h. 7 T is 3 upon a. F. 
wilful Miſtake of the Act of Cuſtom, which they Wi 
only. intends #-Dary on Goods Imported, and Broug 
by Design or - Accident to the View ot a Cuſt 
 Houſe-Officer-; ſo that if they can play their 
ſa cunningly, as to eſcape. the Search of an Officer, . 
commit no Crime, , narjare they within the Mean 
of the Act. Whoſoeyer reads this Pretence muſt nc 
be tempted to believe; that this Act was never deſſ 
ed ts-Raiſe a Fund for the Government, but princip 
to teach Merchantz Slight of. Hand. For accord 
to this-Interpretation,: here is ſufficient -Encouragen 
for Cunning Men, but little for thoſe Honeſt Trac 
who dare not... conceal their Goods for fear of 
What ftrange work. do theſe Gentlemen make 
our Lawgivers? Tis well however, that all Men 
not thus underſtand the Law; if they did, tho 
Faber fome Goods might hy Accident come to 
a Cuſtom- Houſe-Officer, yet I fear little wo 
on there by . Deſign, and indeed why ſhould 
Man willingly lay his Goods in the View of an on i 
if-it were no Crime to conceal them. *Tis. no 
Matter to be ſerious on ſuch: an . 
therefore by way of Diyerſion let us make this 
rence the Letter of the Law, as they would hay 
to he the Meaning of it, and ſee. what it will eg 
to. Be it Enadted & e. That ſrom and after. ſic = 
Day; all Merchandizes: Imported into this, Kong! 
which ſhall by Deſign or Accident come into the 
0 f a Caftom-Houfe--Officer, ſhall pay the Dntie⸗ herein af 
mentioned 3 but if any Merchant is ſo dextrous, 
Trpport Goods, and Fend them to the Subject, without 
n of our Officers, ſuch: Merchant, \as 4 Bei 
of his Skill ſhall be for ever indemnified, and. diſcba 
1 the Payment Wa all Duties 1 on the fad 7 


Obedience. The Law it ſelf is wholly ' comple 


Gentlemen upon all Occaſions are pleaſed to confoun{f 
namely, the Law and the Sanction. The Lav 
the Signification of the Lawgivers Will to have ſon 
thing done or not done by the Subject: The Sand 
on is an External Motive ſolemnly annexed 
the Law to inforce Obedience. Now tho” thi 
SahQions are uſualy mixed with the Law, yet p 
perly ſpeaking they are no Part of it at all, only x 
dential Expedients for the better Enforcement 


ed in the preceptiv e Part, according to the Judgm 
of the beſt Writers, Forma k Eſſentia Legis in Pre, 
Mone"confiſtit ; ſays the moſt Judicious Bp. Sander 
Prælect 8: Onnis Vis legisproprie conſiſtit in ſigniſica 
eo, quod à nobis fieri vel nos fieri velit. Puffendorf Wil 
jure Naturæ & Gent. 1:2 .-p. 97: If then the Eſſenceſ 
the Law conſiſts purely in the preceptive Part, then th 
is an Obligation to Obedience upon the Subj 
without any Conſideration of the Penalty, and tha; 
fore abate" Remittal of the Penalty ean never d 
charge him from the Guilt of Diſobedience, who : 
contraty to the preceptive Part of the Law. And 
willappear further, when we conſider, Tha t Hum 
Laws do nòt bind the Conſcience to Obedience by v 
tue of any human Sanction, but in Vertue of the Po 
and Authority of God, 'from whom they have t 
Foree and Energy; and hence St, Paul ſays, t 
we muſt be ſubjett not "only: for Wrath, but | Conſeil 
ſake/ And Bp. Tayhy truly faith, that 'every Sub 
is bound to obey the Juſt Laws of his awful OW 
vernours, not under the Fear of Puniſhment fr 
Men, but under the Pain of Divine Diſpleaſi 
Duttor Dubitant. B. 3. p. 429. ©, Wes 
vob 28 5307) uf 3 Pri u TRE ve} E 5 
As to: the particular Caſe before us I ſay t 
the: Penalties annexed to the Aﬀts of Com 
2117.80 " Bai 
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ſe, are not eie to make void the Law, 
encourage the Running of Goode; bud agen - 
on rrudent and merciful, Confidirations?-ta/ pte. 


h might probably ariſe from malieious Infor- 
dns, and unſeaſonable Proſecutions; and certain 
oſe Clauſes in Acts of Parliament; which: are 
in favour of the Subject; ſhould: not be cn 
| ſo much in their Favour, as to deſtroy the 
tu of the Magiſtrate, who» has an undoubted 
to the Cuſtoms by the preceptive Part of the 
| which is not given away by any ſubſequent 
e, nor indeed can be, without mak ing one 
df it inconſiſtent with 'the other. To: remit 
aalty of the Law is pne thing; and to for- 
he Cuſtom is another and if a Remittal of 

gen alty would make void the Prince's Right, the 
' on, inſtead of a Security, would be Deſtructive 
e Law, which 'tis abſurd to imagine: But 
th Partial Men, without conſulting Lawyers, er 
es, as well meaning Men generally do, in Caſes 
ficulty, may put fuch Gloſſes upon Laws as 
gree with their own cotrupt Practices, yet thut 


Fenalties, to give away the Right of the 
_ 1:ami confident; :being well informed, that 
jes an Adtion at Common Law for: the Cuſtoms 
gainſt thoſe very Perſons, who: by not -hellfſg 
wed in due time, are fred from the Penalties | 
e Acts. However that matter is: inoLAπ ., 
2 ſure is true Divinity, that he who Ades an 
to another, can no way, be . freed: from 


i þ the —— remit. Penalties at the Blep- : 


ar Uo fe th Ding bro rue 


greater Evils, namely, vexatious Law-Süns, 5 55 


givers never meant by thele Clauſes:concern-  - 


but by Repentance and Reſtitution; 2.ahþd - 
upon Conſiderations di Bog» 
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the preceptive Part of the Law being ſtüll in k 
the Perſon is Bound ir foro Divino, nor car 


thing 1 ſay, but N l wipe off the 0 
ranſgreſſion 


6 


pecan 


oy readily own, that where dun are 
TFenal, Releaſe of the Penalty, or the Undery 
of it fulfils the Law. As For inſtance; if the 
2 Law, as I am informed there is, that if a( 
zen of London be choſen Sheriff, he ſhall ſeri 
Year, or pay Five Hundred Pounds to the ( 
this Law is purely Fenal, there being nothing 
preſaly commanded or forbidden, and is fulfile 
taking the Office or paying the Fine; but in 
— ſuch as theſe of Cuſtom and Exciſe, 
. Caſe is otherwiſe, the Precept binds without 
Confideration of the Penalty; and this 1 think 
ficient to return in, Anſwer to this ſpecious 
: . „ ee 
Aiſprt'd, $9 


5h. They ſay, thot hw ate — 
Hardſhips from the Officers of the Revenue, 
— — Law to their Preju 
and over-rule others that were in their favour 
ſueh Caſes going to Law is troubleſome and ei 
five, and therefore they put this Caſe; If af 
Man, hom Iam not able to contend with, in 
can-find a way without his = 
v'of it, to take Repriſas, mat Eeil ca f 
chil:anfwer ,:therc is this great Evil i 
erſon, ho on a . ; 
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and wege may ſoſnetimes be nme 
Fore _ {F;// char they are 


in a "Rem E. ms ha ho 
| Remy King 2 
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ne Matters, and to da bete between 

ind Sübjekt. Neither 186 — of Frsdedute 
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ov enden vol deſerve better of 
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L 6 J. 
are 38 anion to quit, as — to defend. 
then uſual with them to tell you, that 500 
Preach and Write againſt them till you are wil 
yet you will never be able to Convince them t 
is a Sin; for tis what moſt Traders do, and 
the Doctor, (as they believe) wou d himſelf do, 
he in their Place. For that the Cuſtoms, arc 
ſo high, and their Loſſes are ſo great, that the 
« muſt always have Ready Money; and they mul 
their Goods; ſo that unleſs they can Save t 

fiom now and then, they muſt leave. off Try 
the Ruin of their Familjes, and the Manifeſt! 
ment of the Publick. The plain Meaning of | 
is, that provided they can eſcape Temporal PM 
ments, their Conſciences are no way conceril 
All. . Defendir Numerus, as. long as they have ſol 
-Naghbours. to keep them in 3 * 
prehend no: Danger; and they will ra 
their Soulvin anoth Weckt than. the 


| the-Service — I know. not 9 
Employments won't allow them te be Jy a 
"neſt; why don't-they quit them, and betakerth 
to Tome; other way of Living? - What, re the 
truſt Providence for their Maintenance 2, r dd 
think themſelves exempt from all, Laws Diving 
Humane? Do they imagine that God will, al 
Nature of Virtue and Vice for their ehe 
they think, that God bas any Yo 19: their! 
bers, that like Earthly Powers, he dare not 
For! fear of Mutiny? Or can they...fancy; at 
as much concerned for. the Qutward.Proſperit 
* People, as he is * the Honeur of his 280 


$ 


1 1 f 2 1 * | 
nen muſt be under ſtrange Deluſions, or they 
= in earneſt when =P talk at this rate; Tfuch 


zaginations muſt from ſtupid: Igno- 
wr hardned Infidelity. Ignorance, I am afraid 
| Ye fairly pretend, being often admoniſhed of 
Diſingenuity and Sinfulneſs of this Practice; 
muſt be a ſtrange Perverſeneſs in their Wills, 
cou'd hitherto hinder their Converſion. * 


fo oth may: ſerve to anſwer thoſe Pleas, 
are uſually offered in Vindication of this 
Since then it appears from what has __ 


Par there is a certain Tribute due by: the Law 


ip] 
t! 
jat 

N 


o 


and the Nature of Government to = 8 
lagiſtrate of every Nation, W 


hat the Legiſlative Power of every Nation bes 
rent Right to Determine the —_— 1 
ate. 5 


That hen the 2 of Tritate. is. once. 
y Lawful Authority, *tis then manifeſt Fraud 
juſtice to deny or evade the Whole or any 
ereof. Since further it appears, that this 
is attended with many ill Conſequences, as 
the Publick, as to Private Men; finge-all 
is offered in Vindication of it are weak and 
I hope, I need ſay no more to ES Cone 


£ = oth from Wn. 


HI! 


they are e-ootyinced 3 a W thy, are 
der a neceſſity of Borſaking it, or of Renoun- 
eir Religion, ſince they can't but - know 
rer ob apy; conan] "AD: 
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anity; this I take to be the current Doctrine d 
the- Reformed Churches. We neither know nor 


are ſeveral Degrees and Aggravations of Sin, yet 


that it is the Height of Iniquity to plead for ti 


ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one | 


all Pybteſtant Churches unanimouſly! agree the! 


vinc'd upon reading this, and ate Men of Can 


erer Courſe: you , takej you may promiſe: your. { 
thae I will give them d ſatisfactory Anſwer,.. of 
fels chat I Tan't: It you are conüned, that 
hae been hitherto in the Wfdng, I hope no ſe 


* 


die Hypocriſe,asis wholly Inconſtent with Cul 


low any Venial Sins, for though we ſay, that f 


leaſt unrepented juſtly deſerves, and will be pu 
ed with Eternal Damnation. Sins of: Ignorance 
Infirmity have particular-Alleviations as they come 
on Men by Surpriſe, and fo are Involuntary; ant 
even ſuch leave us in a State of Death, being 
forgiven. upon Repentance, and the Guilt of t 
waſhed off by the Blood of Chriſt ; whereas preſum 
ous Sins, which Men freely and deliberately con 
are ſo far from admitting any Excufe or Alleyia 


tis in Effect to declare War againſt God, ani 
enter a formal Proteſtation againſt his Laws, 
the Zeal and Piety which Men may ſhow upon 
ticular Occaſions will not legitimate one darling 
in this the Law is expreſs and plain, Whoſ 


is gnilty of all. Jam. 2. 10. In this Doctrine, 1 


of Yenial Sins is peculiar to the Church of 1 
and pray Gentlemen, if you have no Regard to( 
of the King in this Matter, let me begg of yo 
hive à Care of Popery. And here I ſhalt crave 
fairly to expoſtulate with you, who have bit 
allowed your ſelves this Practice, if jou are not- 


} 


— will ſhew the Weakneſs of my Arguments, 
aitly pfepound your remaining Doubts, and u 


Reg 


4s will ak ki IM aff contra 
| c If you think this A matter not wort 
Drag and ſo will hot take the Pate 
ine the Weigl of what Bu e N * 
ly goon in the old Road, ch ere BW 
$ LATE ir Matters "ern yp Se ls 4 
; concerned, ds is nd wa 
Profeſſion ; whiereas, if you e to 1 158 
fig an fearing © N 
ity of trying your Sincerity, by e g your 
wh this, 5 h 5 our Probate | in other Mat. 
Many of you ate ” Non-Conformifs, and retiat- 
alous in your Way, and the great Pretenes 
ave to be ſo is Tendernefs of Confclence, theve 
* 1 11 . whictr wo cave 


Keaton and, Le ute 5 8 
ces 
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deri Ss are 1 107 lit ti 4 
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tions te d. 1 1 | 
e vs | ity 1 nt HY 
ity, in Reigio th e Happy Influence ir 
[ have.upan flie be j welle . 
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againſt the Common Enemies, and Remove thoſe He 
and Animoſities which naturaly ariſe among Men 
different Opinions, and are fo prejudicial to the Pull 
lick Tranquility and Happineſs of our Country, aff 
yet all theſe, Conſiderations can't prevail over 5 
Scruples! And have you no Scruples in the ot 
Inſtance 2; Will you break the Peace and Order 
the Church, rather than offer the leaſt Violence to, jt 
Conſciences? And do your Conſciences, even the ſa 
Conſciences, let you run on in Ads of Injuſtice wit 
out "Concern. I know not how you may recond 
theſe-Matters, I proteſt ſolemnly, I can't find how ti 
are eonſiſtent with that Candor and Sincerity 'whi 
become Rational Men and Chriſtians. Either then | 
aſide your Scruples in one Caſe, or liſten to them 
the other; or elſe you will give all Conſidering 
Reaſon to believe, that you can at any time furniſh yq 
ſelyes-with Scruples, when you have a mind to difat 
yaur+ Superiors; yet you can find none when ( 
vetouſnels. tempts you to manifeſt Acts of Injuſt 
Covetouſneſs, I ſay, becauſe I am verily perſwad: 
that this only, let your Pretences be what they mi 
is the Foundation of this Practice; for you can't 
twat, you have any other Advantage by jt, than 
uncertain., Proſpe of gaining a little more Weal 
And what Hazard do you run for this? Many 
- you. utterly. fail in your Attempts, and looſe m 
in Fines, and  Expences, than you get by Conce 
ments,,.and ſome of you, after many Change 
Fortune, leave not as much to your Children, as) 
ſtole from the Publick, and they who get moſt, b. 
often no other Satisfaktion, than that” of Sofom 
. e l it with their Ejes. Sornetin 
tbe. Product of many Years Toil falls a Prey to 
Enemy,, or js ſunk in a Storm, or loſt by the K 
with cf 4 Faktor, or periſhes in the Hands of a'Brd 
- Ki = — N Le C Jorr fponde 
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TE 31 . 5 
pondent; * and if foe of. you eſcape Fo theks 
bees, and gather ſuch Hiags as may fa e | 
Deſires z, yet how ſoon are Jou ſnarc | 
them, WY forc'd to leave all 1950 
or perh E a Stranget, who' ſquatidets 50 
bis Lufts. You may perhaps ſay, that theſe 
aces happen indifferently to all, and that we can't 
a true Judgment of any by their Outward Cit- 
ances; tis certain that always we can't, yet 
ought {erioully_to conſider, that Temporal ring 
s.are Certain puniſhments of ſome Sins ot othe! 
zh We. can't always tell which; and that thoſe 
h befal you, though they may ſeem hol! 

J Jet are directed b' Providence to 5 
dr your ry uſtice. There $ a Canker an fe Moth 
Tate raud, and Rap ine, and Cp) 0 

vil Root from -whence 9 proceed,” is 
ver properly termed Lola, be TL 
mh Jeart from God, ang fixes it upoy't 


| the. luft Jud ment of God 'q 
E ate 1 10 | 5 4 and 5 Is 
' f Kea ave on, o fear, $5 y, bf 
n , Ile he oceed fe @'f chat Fe e By : b 4 
nf "will be holt e to follow y jorr Tempo $ 
W once rds, 1075 to that you ar dr ka 1455. 
nen dz g VA "ot only atlowed, hor 
ges 0 Fig, 945 that Diligence 1s 
1) 17 e g ah \ therefore you. would do 
"i [not have better Succeſs 
2 57 "Hove TM apr agts 6h-ga ror 

in | W 1 f en. and Ce nce as 
6 Mey 5 Dae, and "though it ſhould plrale 


bn 0 ſhould oo. thrive, 3 fo he. 7 
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quict - Conſeienee when yon come to die, will b 
more, Value to yoll, than che Treefures of the 
What: 3s a Mon profited if he ſhall gain the whole Vii 
and boſe bis own Soul? Matt. 16. 26. If the v 
World be but a. poor Big in Ezchange of 
Saul, what Compenſation can thoſe inſignificant” Gl 
nings, which any Man can Mterend | to 1 . 
Practice, make for ſuch a Los. ; 


If there is Iojuſtice in the FR zack Souls 
undoubtedly. at ſtake, and. what Aﬀfuravce have 
that there is not? Are there any Texts of Script 
which by a forc'd Interpretation, may ſeem to Co 
tenance your Cauſe? If there are, produee them, 
Caſes of Difficulty and Doubt, wherein it is harlf 

judge, and 8 to miſtake, tis, ſome Satisfi 
on to a W f * to have ſome Mei 

Note and ing of, that Opinion, to which 
- finds: himſe porno Have you this Comfort 2! 
the oy ned World, as far as 1 can find, 
gaigft 3 fo And Will you put your own Pancie 
19 2 the Judgment of Mankind 
A in a. Adee ben you have ſo much ve Ke 
to be jealous of your ſelves, becauſe under fo vi 
Temptations to Partiality,trom Self- Intereſt . 15 f 
no weight with you, that Divines of all Ptofef 
however they may differ jn other Matters, 700 | 
Unanimopſly.agree in, tie Condemnation ot tHis . 


tice? and will you have no regard to your Teac 
what Deſign. can th g have War re can! 
Nerve, in telling zou "that it 1s. a Sin, if the) 
nat ſatisſied in their Conſciences that It 8 
:Conſiderations will, I. hope, prevail wo eb 277 5 
wy Whether uh S ſo or vo. Punt e 
thete- 
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be. yet at the firſt View; it appears inconfiltent. 


F 
at Grand Rule of Equity, which our Saviour 
ie Sum of the Law and the Prophets, bat 
you would that Men ſponld do unto. yon; do 9c er. 
unto them, for this is the Law and the Prophets; 
7. 12. Put the Caſe, that you wete in the 
of the Prince, the © Burthen of the Goyern-- 
upon you, and you were Preſs d by Potent. 
mbitious Neighbours, and there were no waß 
the Torrent, and preſerve you, but by a Vi- 
and Seaſonable Oppoſition; wow'd you think 
pnable, that thoſe very People, over whom you 
hus watching to ſecure them in Peace and 
ſhould fraudulently With; draw thoſe Suc- 
phich they had before Unanimouſly given, and 
which, all your Endeavours would be vain 
tleſs? I preſume you would not. This then 
aſe; our good King is now vigorouſſy con- 
for all that you reckon Dear and: Valuable 
World. God has hitherto Bleſſed him with - 
, and he may reaſonably hope for a good I. 
his Undertakings, if all Men, diſcharge theiet 
a their Station with Vigour and Alaerity. 
pf you are great Pretenders. to Loyalty; now. 
know no way, that you can ſo effectually ſnew 
dyalty, as by the Chearful Payment of your . 
To Fighting you have no. Call, and Politicks* - 
pur Buſineſs, . And tho! perhaps ou may 
eſtabliſh your Character by an Immoderate 
n of Liquour on Publick Feſtivals, by which 
ther gratifie your own Luſts, than do any real 
to the King. Let if you Purloyn from the 
Funds, to make good the Deficiencies of your: . 
he Sober part.of Mankind. will ſay, that all, .. 
retencey are vain, that your Loyalty is Spurigus 
punterſeit, not founded upon q Te FOE: 
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of Love to the King, but a Partial Fondneſs of 
ſelves. Tis in vain to ſay, that you run many 
zards and venture all you have, and that the G 
ment is mainly ſupported by you, whilſt others i 
leſs Hazardous, and more Profitable Employn 
If you ran thro' the many Hazards of Trade, az 
to'Serve the Publick, as to Enrich your ſelves 
would then conſtantly Pay your Duties, and 
fhould have ſomething to thank you for. But 
you Defraud the King of his Cuſtoms; and yet 
Ty -. the Value of them from your Guftorners, Who 
ral Pays the Duty? Not you, but they who Con 
1 5 the Goods. 

Further, let me beſeech you to conſider, that 
this Practice were otherwiſe allowable, yet inaſa 
as it is very often attended with many Evilks and 
convetitencies, you are obliged in Charity to 
Mens Souls, to leave it off. Religion teacheth 
not to lay a Stumbling Block in the way of 

| Weak Brethren, nor way you tempt Men to $ 
ferve your Intereſt 3 a Good End may be purſu: 
Unlawful Means: And you can't but know, 
Perjury, Lying, and Breath of Truſt are frequ 
occaſioned by this Practice. You can't iurely fay, 
it is a Duty; many Honeſt Men not only Liv, 
Thrive and grow Rich without it. And tho' 
few Men have Gained, yet in the main, I anf 
ſwaded that you ate Looſers by the Pradtice, i 
don't vonliderably advance your Fortunes by it, 
make a very ſorry Bargain: For to ſay nothin 
the Danger of your Souts, you venture what a 
the next ; "he moſt Valuable, namely, your Re 
| tion, and your Peace. Your Reputation muſt o 
deſfity be at Stake with all Wie and Sober 
who muſt needs te, that you are not govern? 
rao of Honour and en, bar + 


— 
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EZ "Sa 
of | ATruy Conſcientious Man is carried with an 
Me gard to all the Branches of his Duty. The 
Gol onfideration, which makes him Pious towards 
era il alſo oblige him to be Juſt and Charitable 
yl * Neighbour : Nor will it ſuffer him to con- 
Ka s Juſtice or his Charity to this or that particu- 
an, when tis Univerſally due to all. He that 
res himſelf in one Sin, would make no Scruple 
other, if it equally gratified his Humour, or 
_ Intereſt; and he could enjoy It. wich 
ity. And muſt not every Wiſe Man fee, 

on 1 who deliberately Cheats the King, would 
is Neighbour the ſame Treatment, if it were 
hat and as Faſhionable to do ſo in one Caſe, as 
ad the other. And therefore what Reaſon can 
co truſt ſuch a Man, farther than you have 
to il Security of the Law againſt him ? Tho' he 
th afraid or 'aſhamed to. Wrong you now, be- 
ee has not Accomplices enough to keep him in 
enance, Who knows but it may be the Mode, 
rſu en farewel Conſcience 2 When that Remorſe - 
hame, which have ſome. Force in the Infancy. of 
equi gare inſenfibly worn away, Conſcience hecomes 
Tay ie by the ſame imperceptible degrees, and at 
ive ogether enervated and ſtupid, And as by this 
e you loſe your Reputation with all, Wiſe and 
am Men; S0 'tis plain you run the ſame Riſque as 
„ i r Peace and Quiet. For to ſay nothing of that 
e of Conſcience, which follows all Villanous 
„, you may conſider, that Affairs of this Na- 
can't well be TranſaCted without Accomplices 
onfedrates, and they may not always prove as 
ul as you expelt. The ſame proſpect of Gain 
makes th your Humble Servacts. in an Bl 
„ will alſo: them, and probably prevail 
them to-Betre you; when, they can mend their 
= | EF 7 5 W | 
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of Spirit, would expoſe himſelf to the Humour ff 


Apprehenſion of being Diſcovered, for the unce 
Proſpet of a little Wealth, when he may han 


King, from Juſtice and Charity to your Neighbq 


to diſſwade from this Practice. In Short, 1 


viour and his Apoſtles had to caution Men fo 


be Saved. I am ſenſible you are very unwilling 
hear of Coretouſneſs, and that makes you fond if, 
every forc'd Interpretation of Law, or any ſoplili 


1 30 6. 1 3 = 
Markets: As long as you are in their Power, 1 
muſt Humour and Careſs them, tho? they ſhou 
never ſo Extravagant and Unreaſonable. Nay, a 
Meaneſt Servants, upon theſe - Occaſions, ' get i 
Maſtry over you, and you dare not- Cotrect then 
their Faults, becauſe you know, that it is in 
Power to be revenged of you; this 1 have knoy 
be: Matter of Fact; and what Man of any Gener 


very Mercenary Slave, and live under the perp: 


nough by Fair and Honeſt Methods? What 
I ſay more? Your Patience I am afraid wan 
fail, ſhould 1 inſiſt as long as I might upon Ly 
many Arguments, which might be drawn from (Wl 
ſcience” and Nuty to God, from Loyalty to 2 


nd from Prudence and Love towards your SM 


nothing to defend it, but vain Pretences and W 
ful Miſtakes. And this ſhews the mi ghty Pal 

of Mammon, and how much reaſon our Bleſſed = 
neſtly againſt Covetouſneſs, repreſenting it even : N 
Impoſſibility, that a Man who loves Riches ſid 
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* 
cal. Argument, which may give a plauſible Cd 
to your Practices. But however you may mall 4 \ 
ſhift to palliate matters here; remember there ij 55 
Time coming, when all the difingenuous- Artif 
with which Sinners uſe to cloak their Abomin 
ons, will be of no Uſe, when eyery thing will 
Fr in a true List; when * Secrets of i 
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dan de diſclos-d, and all the private Mos 
a Springs of Action, which are now care- 


„ Wnccalcd to avoid the Cenfure and Reproach 
get WR World; when the Impartial Judge ſhall 
hen very thing in the Ballance of right Reaſon 
n hg to the Meaſures of the Gofpel: Then 1 


ot, but this Practice will be found among 
bominations, which conſign Men to Everlaſt- 
rkneſs. There Ignorance will be no farther 
than it appears to have been unavoidable 
Wc Riches, which you . Fradulently gained, will 
Wo Uſe, And- thoſe numerous Accompliees, 
os keep you in Countenance, will be ſo far 


r | 
is Tormenting you. The Reproaches and 


I 9 


4 


Po 
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fo ou. Thus it muſt be if this Practice is a 
en a al Wl you leave the World without Repentance. 
low remains, but that J earneſtly exhort you 
illi fly to think of your Ways, and turn to 
fond ang God, if you are of the Number of 
ſopi bo like the Two, Hundred that followed 
Ca e Hebron in the Simplicity of their Hearts 
maß nothing. Conſider how unworthy it is 
ere re Men and Chriſtians, to paſs away your 
tif ithoat Weighing or Examining what you 
domino what End is Reaſon given, and a Law 
will re you, if you obſerve neither? Can yon 


of nl 
He! * 
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that you will be tryed at the Day of. 
Th. | Jadgment, 


ing any Power te Relieve you, that they 


17861 
- Judgment by thoſe Cuſtoms, and Faſhions, = 
Humour, Senſuality, or Mammon have introduc'd, i 
do you think, that when your Deeds are E 
will be ſufficient for you to ſay, that you have 
nothing, : but-what your Maſters taught you, an 
ther Men of more Wiſdom and Experience thai 
bave conftantly prafticed. Some of you, I am inf 
ed, who. were Tranſgreſſors in your Youth, and 
wn Old without any ſenſible Advanta e. be | 
ſwaded of the Folly of this Practice, an 
that it is Pernicious to Trade. But I am afraid 
you are not willing to believe it to be a Sin o 
Juſtice, becauſe that may lay you under the gr 
neceſſity of Repentance and Reſtitution, And 
tion muſt needs be a Terrible Thought, to iy 5 
have contracted an Immoderate Love for the Wn 
and perhaps have not Effects ſufficient- to anſv_ln 
their Injuſtice, tho? they were willing. If 50% 
not really convinced, that this Practice is a 'Y 
entreat you to. weigh with Candour and Impart 4 : 
what is here offered againſt it, and if you pra "= fi 
neſily to God, to lead you to the Truth, 1 
not but you will won clearly perceive the Ef = 
your Ways. But if, as 1 am atraid the 3 
you are ſufficiently - convinced in your Judgſ 9 
but unwilling to own it, becauſe if you ſhoul 1 
ſtore all your Unlawful Gain, you would hav 
thing left for your Families. Conſider the Vi 
of Mocking God, by pretending to Turn to bh 
when your Hearts Cleave faſt to the World. 
be ſuch a grievous thing to you to think of i 
ing all in an Hour, that you have been Anif 5 
Labouring for all your Lives, try the Lenity 
Goyernment, by freely conſeffin ing your Faults; 
am perſwaded you will obtain a Remiſſion of 
is Fel, Upon _ Promiſe- of Good d Behav" 
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to come, or at 11 get off with an Eafle | 
ation, But if you ſhould be forc d to Re. 
„, (as in Conſcience you are obliged ) if 'tis 
; \ from you, then confider, that when you are 


, an drm at Sea, you make no Scruple of throwing 
tha board, to have a Probable Proſpect of ſaving 
nit 


ives; and if you can't find in your Hearts to 
nuch for your Souls, your Pretences to Re- 
Ire vain. But if no Arguments will prevail 
ou, but you are reſolved” againſt Reaſon and 
nce to go on in the old Broad Way, that 


n 0 d Deſtruftion, remember however, that one 
gu Proteſtation has been entred againſt the In- 
nd your Proceedings, That you have had one- 4 
o [i en to Repentance. | | 


